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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE     
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  (*Indicates to Stand) 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us 

beyond our days. 
Amen. 
 

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus 
does: 
 

Brief silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God of mercy and forgiveness, 
We confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your good 
creation. We have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with 
you. Turn us in a new direction. Show us the path that leads to life. Be our 
refuge and strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer 
and friend. 
Amen. 
 

Beloved of God: 

Our sins are forgiven ☩ and we are made whole. God points the way to new life 

in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding love through 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 

**We will share the peace of Christ however you are comfortable. 
 

*GATHERING HYMN  “Let Streams of Living Justice”            ELW #710 
 

*APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  
 

*KYRIE                ELW p. 120 
 

*THIS IS THE FEAST             ELW p. 122 
 



*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                     Pastor Emily 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING:      Exodus 17:1-7                                                Greg Popham 

1From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by 

stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no 

water for the people to drink. 2The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give 

us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do 

you test the Lord?” 3But the people thirsted there for water; and the people 

complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us 

and our children and livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried out to the Lord, 

“What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5The Lord 

said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel 

with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6I will 

be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water 

will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the 

elders of Israel. 7He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites 

quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”  

 

PSALM 25:1-9 (read responsively) 
1To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.  
2O my God, in you I trust; do not let me be put to shame; do not let my 

enemies exult over me. 
3Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; let them be ashamed who 

are wantonly treacherous. 
4Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths. 

5Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for 

you I wait all day long. 
6Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love, for they have 

been from of old. 
7Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your 

steadfast love remember me, for your goodness’ sake, O Lord! 
8Good and upright is the Lord; therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 
9He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way. 
 

 
 



THE SECOND READING:    Philippians 2:1-13 
1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any 

sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be 

of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 
3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as 

better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the 

interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, 

though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something 

to be exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in 

human likeness. And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and 

became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 9Therefore God 

also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 10so 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and 

under the earth, 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 

the glory of God the Father. 12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always 

obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work 

out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in 

you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

L: The Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION             ELW p. 124 
 

*GOSPEL READING:  Acts 20:32-35            Pastor Emily 
A reading from Acts, the 20th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord.                                     
“32And now I commend you to God and to the message of his grace, a message 

that is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all who are 

sanctified. 33I coveted no one’s silver or gold or clothing. 34You know for 

yourselves that I worked with my own hands to support myself and my 

companions. 35In all this I have given you an example that by such work we must 

support the weak, remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, for he himself said, 

‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”  

The Gospel of our Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON       “Living Generously is Open Handed”            Pastor Emily 

 

*SERMON HYMN       “Blest are They”                            ELW #728 
 

 



*APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
God of grace…hear our prayer. 
Amen. 
 

ANTHEM        “Blessed Assurance”   
*Any man who would like to come forward to help sing on this song is welcome to come forward.              

 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 
 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING            ELW p. 129 
 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY             ELW p. 130 
 

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*THE LORD’S PRAYER          
Joining our voices into one, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 

     who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 
 

WELCOME TO COMMUNION 
*Communion is taken around the altar rail. Please come forward via the center aisle when an usher directs you. 
Kneel (or stand) around the rail and wait to partake communion. Once taken, remain for a blessing, then return to 
your seat by the side aisles.  
**If you need communion brought to you in your seat, please alert an usher.  
 

LAMB OF GOD              ELW p. 135 
 

COMMUNION HYMN          “Here is Bread”                             ELW #483 
 

*BLESSING 
 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*SENDING HYMN      “Canticle of the Turning”              ELW #723 
 

*DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

SERVING TODAY - September 25      

Pastor Emily Lemoine          Pastor 

Mike Faggart    Altar Guild 

Barbara and Mike Linker    Communion Assistants 

Luke Fox, Anthony DiBernardo, Brett Gosse, Owen Fox,     Crucifers & 

Caleigh Beaver, Cyrus Sousley, or Gideon Sousley    Acolytes 

Greg Popham    Lector  

The Sousleys    Ushers 

Brenda McCarn, Rachael Kennedy                Accompanists 

Diane & Valerie Frank, Luther & Rebecca Beaver, Mike Fox, Jay Perkins Vocalists 

Mark Jones    Streaming Tech 

Mike Faggart    Sound Tech 

Melissa Fox/Nancy Jones    Power Point  

Steve Sousley/Greg Popham                                                  Counters 
        

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

 
 
MONDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY – Join us at 7pm in the Coffee House or on Zoom as we 
continue an adult catechism study of the Lord’s Prayer, Ten Commandments, and the 
Apostles’ Creed. 
https://zoom.us/j/99695059962?pwd=a0FNQndMTkh1ZUFXbXZIc0pNYkhtZz09 
 

 
 

Sanctuary Flowers are given today by:    
Pastor Emily Lemoine, in honor and gratitude to the amazing spirit  

and dedication of the people of Mt. Hermon Lutheran Church. 

PRAYERS: 
In Special Facilities: Jeanine Woody (First Assembly Assisted Living) 
 

Continued Prayers for: Annie Stancil, Junior Barringer, Nancy Wilcox,  
Dan Gleason, Julia Cox, Pr. Larry Yoder, John Hahn, Barry Granda, Tom and Kathy Kennedy, 
Kathy Benson, Tony Stancil, Martha Summers, Jim Bottoms, Butch Stowe, Todd Stuver,  
Anna Hitch, Tommy and Becky Klinger, Kitty Smith, Elsa Linker, Bonnie Walsh, Sam Goode,  
Bert Smith, Joann Foster, Kathy Goforth, Luke Fox 
*If any name can be removed from the prayer list, please let the pastor know. Thanks! 

Next Sunday, October 2 @ 4:00pm Blessing of the Animals. We will 
gather in the courtyard for this event. Please bring a bag of pet food for 
a donation to the Cabarrus County Humane Society.  

CHURCH IN THE PARK, Sunday, October 9 We will gather at Frank Liske 
Park beginning at 8:30 for Setup, with worship to begin at 10am, followed 
by a meal together and games. Bring your whole family and invite a friend.  
Come experience a different kind of worship and fun with your church family.  

https://zoom.us/j/99695059962?pwd=a0FNQndMTkh1ZUFXbXZIc0pNYkhtZz09


 
 

READINGS FOR OCTOBER 

October 2: Matthew 22:15-22; (Isaiah 45:1-7, Psalm 96:1-13, I Thessalonians 1:1-10)  

October 9: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13; (Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24, Psalm 100, Matthew 25:31-40) 

October 16: Luke 18:1-8; (Genesis 32:22-31, Psalm 121, 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5) 

October 23: Luke 18:9-14; (Joel 2:23-43, Psalm 65, 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18) 

October 30: Luke 19:1-10; (Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4, Psalm 119:137-144, 2 Thess. 1:1-4, 11-12) 

 

 
 

VISITATION TEAM The Visitation Team is an extension of the pastoral office. The team visits 
and communicates with our shut-ins, those who are ill, or in the hospital. The team meets once 
a month, on the first Thursday at 2pm. If you are interested in becoming a part of the team, 
please call Karyn Dalton or Pastor Emily. 
 
A WORD OF THANKS-Bonnie Walsh wants to thank everyone who brought her food, sent her 
cards, or checked on her during her recent bout with Covid and a brief hospital stay. She was 
humbled by your kindness and generosity.  
 

 

 

FLOWER SIGN UPS for October ($35 each) 

10/2 Mark & Nancy Jones 

Ross Gosse  
10/9   Church in the Park 

10/16 Zach & Melissa Fox (2) 
10/23 Rod & Patti Stuver 
  OPEN 

10/30 Mike & Barbara Linker 
  Rachael Kennedy 

 
 
 

 

 
 

THOSE SERVING NEXT WEEK 
October 2 

Altar Guild Gary Frank 

Communion 
Assistants 

Sam Lemoine &  
Marie Grochoske 

Lector Chris Beaver 

Ushers Jim and Ranee Doorley 

Counters  

HOW TO GIVE ELECTRONICALLY: Download the “Tithe.ly” app and  

search for Mt. Hermon Lutheran Church in Concord, NC, then follow the  

instructions. FYI--there are fees for using a credit card and for a bank draft. 

It would be greatly appreciated if you opt to cover these fees. 

CCM SEPTEMBER NEEDS:  
canned vegetables (green beans, corn, mixed vegetables) 
canned fruit (peaches, pears, mixed fruit) 
boxes of macaroni and cheese 

small laundry detergent, dish detergent, paper towels, toilet tissue  
plastic and paper bags are always in great need, as well. 
**Reminder: bags of pet food will be delivered to Humane Society on Wilshire Avenue 


