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July 2022 Newsletter

A message from Pastor Emily

As many of you are aware, I’ve just returned from an amazing trip through New
England, especially Maine, and upstate New York. I’m very excited to be back among
you following this time away with my husband, Sam. And I’m very grateful for this
church giving me the opportunity to have this time. I feel refreshed and renewed and
ready to push into my next six months with you (can you believe we’ve already shared
half a year together?). I am really looking forward to the next two months especially
because I’ve prepared a very special sermon series. It’s all about growing, which I think
Mt. Hermon is on the cusp of doing! Before we can grow as a church, we have to grow
within ourselves and that’s what this series is all about. Come listen to some stories
about growth and see how you can challenge yourself to push up some dirt and reach
for the sky. (see page 2-3 for more details)
July can be a busy time: kids are out of school, families are on vacation, and
grandparents travel to visit grandkids. But the best part of all are all the get-togethers
we have…cookouts, pool parties, covered dishes, hangouts, movie nights, and any
other event that brings people together. There’s just something about hanging out with
people you know or are getting to know better. We have a churchy word for that:
FELLOWSHIP. Fellowship, as defined by Webster’s dictionary means a friendly
association, especially with people who share one’s interests. Fellowship is how we get
to know each other on a deeper level. Fellowship is when we spend time sharing our
stories and listening to others to find our common ground. Fellowship is when bonds of
friendship are formed.
We have several opportunities for fellowship this summer. Some events include a
family game night, a family movie night, a parade, and an intergenerational VBS. There
may be more on the horizon so be on the lookout for all of them in newsletters and
bulletins and even Facebook announcements. Come support these events sponsored
by Mt. Hermon and get to know someone better that maybe you don’t know as well right
now. We become closer as a church when we are more invested in each other’s lives.
As always, we’re all in this together, one church, one flock, one boat, one way
forward. I’m so proud you get to call me your pastor as we seek ways to reach new
beloveds around us and grow into the church Christ called us to be. My door is always
open, and my number is in the bulletin if you want to reach out. As stated in March, I’m
still trying to secure more fun ‘fellowship’ events with you all as I continue to get to learn
more about who you are. Give me a call and let’s set something up today!

In Christ,
Pastor Emily

Two-month series (July 3-August 28):
Theme: “Summer is a Season of Growth”
This Summer, we’ll focus our attention on readings and stories of maturity and growth in
our life of faith and discipleship. In July, we’ll consider some parables and teachings
from Jesus, most of which relate to farming and agricultural growth.

Then in August, we’ll spend several weeks highlighting some of the tools and means of
growth that we use to tend the Garden of our Hearts. What’s been your experience of
the Summer Growth Season, and how might it inform our growth as followers of Jesus?
Ready… Set… Let’s GROW…!
JULY THEME: HOW ARE WE GROWING??
JULY 3 – “Grow because you are known”
READINGS: Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; (Matthew 6:25-30, 34)
We begin with excerpts from Psalm 139, which is all about being known by God. It is the

building block of our relationship with God.
JULY 10 – “Growth where we least expect it”
READINGS: Luke 8:4-8; (Isaiah 55:10-13)
THEME: In the Parable of the Sower, the seed, (Word), sometimes falls on fertile
ground and sometimes rocky, but the Sower plants it anyway. This is about living and
growing in the Kingdom/Reign of God.
JULY 17 – “Growing Underground”
READINGS: Mark 4:26-29; (Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15)
THEME: Jesus tells of the growing seed and how the entire growth cycle is a mystery
that is hard to understand since most of the growing takes place underground, unseen
to the naked eye. This is how faith is to be understood as well; we can’t understand how
someone’s faith develops when it is internal and not where we can see it.
JULY 24 – “Little Seed, Big Message”
READINGS: Luke 13:18-19; (Ezekiel 17:22-24)
THEME: Parable of the Mustard Seed is a visualization of faith. Much can come from
someone who appears to have little faith.
JULY 31 – “Living in the Present”
READINGS: Mark 4:35-41; (Proverbs 3:1-12)
THEME: Jesus shows once again how God is worthy of trust and is reliable to

accompany us through life’s storms and into whatever comes next.

Summer Sermon Series continued
AUGUST THEME: TOOLS USED FOR GROWTH
AUGUST 7 – “Confession: Clearing Out the Weeds”
READINGS: 1 John 1:5-10; (James 5:13-16)
THEME: We Lutheran Christians have tools to help us when we need to clear away all

that’s unnecessary before we can experience growth. Confession is one such tool that
helps us clear our consciences, hearts, and minds before opening ourselves up to allow
God to work on us and through us.
AUGUST 14 – “Digging Deeper: Growing Strong Roots”
READINGS: Matthew 7:24-29b; (Deuteronomy 11:18-21)
THEME: Our roots--the Stories of Scripture and our Lutheran Tradition--have been
planted deep within us. But continuing to read and study the Bible and listening to
others’ stories of faith help us to continue to grow our roots.
AUGUST 21 – “Baptism: Avoiding Drought”
READINGS: Acts 8:36-38; (Luke 3:15-17, 21-22)
THEME: The water of our Baptism reminds us that God’s Spirit continues to nourish our
Journey with Christ. Baptism is the beginning of a person’s relationship with the Church
and with a particular faith community.
AUGUST 28 – “Friends are like Fertilizer”
READINGS: Luke 10:1-6, 17; (1 Thessalonians 5:12-22)
THEME: Companions in Christ--their love, support, encouragement and sharing of faith
stories--is food for our souls and keeps us growing as the Journey continues. Church is
a great place to find these fertilizer friends, who will encourage us to grow in our own
faith as we nourish and help them grow too.

Announcements

If you have an American Flag that is worn, please contact Tim Bolick.

Please come out and support Mt. Hermon’s Harrisburg July 4th float promoting our Vacation Bible
School theme “By His Hands.” The parade will be Monday July 4th. Check the flyer we sent out
today (Thursday—June 30) for more details.

Join Monday Night Bible Study @ 7:00 pm in the Conference Room or on Zoom @ https://
zoom.us/j/91270402940?pwd=VUJOdTZqWjJTYkxLZkdacHZVTEdFUT09.
We are studying the book of Genesis. No materials are needed – except your bibles. See you there!!
Invite your family, friends and/or neighbors.
If you would like to receive a recording of any of the Monday Night studies, please contact Pastor
Emily. There will be a short break on July 4th. See you on July 11th.

Mutual Ministry Committee
Mt. Hermon has formed a mutual ministry committee consisting of Jim Doorley, Cheryl Opel, and
Ron Smith. This committee will support Pastor Emily and Linda in their positions. Their main purpose
is to affirm and strengthen the mission of this congregation and the ministry of the staff by listening
for concerns from both staff and congregation members and having open communication between all
members to help settle any issues that may arise. They will help recognize early signs of miscommunications and become the “Listening Post” for both pastor and staff as well as the entire congregation. They will have accountability to the council, to the congregation, and to each other. Please see
any member of this committee if there are issues you need help in handling.

The NC Synod Summer Bible Reading Plan is back, beginning Sunday, July 3! This year, you are
invited to Journey with John.

Here is the link: https://nclutheran.org/congregations/engage-the-bible/

'BY HIS HANDS' - Mark your calendar, August 7-10th for an exciting four days of
VBS. We will start on August 7th during our Sunday School hour and continue
Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday nights from 5:30-8:00 pm. A meal will
be served each night from 5:30-6:15 pm. A variety of activities will follow and each
night, we will conclude with an intergenerational activity. How can you help? We
will be sending out info mid-July on meal preparation and helping to set-up and
serve. We will also be sending out a list of items needed for one of our projects and
will need help within the groups during individual times- children, youth, and
adults. Call the church office or let Pastor Emily, Nancy Jones, or Barbara Linker
know if you can help. Thanks!!

Working on posters for VBS
August 7—10
5:30—8:00
Meal included

Altar flowers are purchased each week from Flowers by Orleans. Our cost is $27
per vase. We have a signup sheet in the narthex for each Sunday of the year so
that members can purchase a vase in memory of someone or in honor of someone
or just because they want to “give to the flower fund”. You are welcome to take
these flowers home with you on that Sunday. If you leave them at the church, we
will find a member who may need some cheering up and deliver to them.
Please sign up for the flowers on the sheets in the Narthex. When writing your
check, please indicate “Altar Flower Fund” and the date you are giving
toward so that it can be accounted for correctly.
Thank you.
Flower sign ups for July
7/3— Woodard
Rietfort
7/10 - Linker—
Foster
7/17- Frank, V
Rietfort
7/24- Thompson, N
Faggart, M
7/31- Jones
Open

MOUNT HERMON LUTHERAN CHURCH
CONGREGATION COUNCIL REPORT
June 9, 2022

The Mount Hermon Congregation Council Meeting was called to order at 6:38 p.m.
this past Thursday, June 9th. The council met a week early due to a number of anticipated absences on the third Thursday of this month.
Pastor Emily led the invocation with a lesson from Galatians 5:22-23 - But the fruit of
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,
self-control; against such things there is no law. People should know we are Christians by our love! Pastor Emily then went around the room to ask each council member a specific example of bearing fruit. It was an opportunity for all of us to think
about our service to the Lord.
The highlight of the Treasurer’s Report was that Mt. Hermon reduced our 2022 deficit and May’s revenue was greater than the month’s expenses. We give glory to God
for our congregation’s generosity and want everyone to know that Jo Ann Popham
will be glad to answer any questions about the church budget.
The Mutual Ministry, a team that will serve as a support system for Pastor and Linda,
will meet quarterly. Pastor Emily will provide more information in the July Newsletter.
Most of the meeting was devoted to Mt. Hermon’s Child Abuse Prevention Policy.
Rachael Kennedy, Marie Grochoske and Greg Popham have been researching this
policy for the past few months and the council reviewed their proposal on Thursday.
After agreeing to a few edits the council voted to adopt the new policy.
The council also approved a new By-Laws Committee. The new members are Greg
Popham, Jay Perkins, Bonnie Walsh and Becky Barrier. Please let them know if there
is anything that needs to be in our Constitution. A new “model constitution” will be
available in the beginning of August.
Council ended the meeting by praying for each one of Mt. Hermon’s members by
name and closing with The Lord’s Prayer.

JESUS IS OUR STRONG FOUNDATION!
During our Sunday School time in June, we talked about being 'kind'. We heard stories about
Paul being shipwrecked on the island of Malta and how the islanders invited Paul and others
into their homes and made them feel welcome. We also read the story of Zacheeus and his
hope of seeing Jesus when He came to town. Zacheeus, who was a tax collector (and of short
statue) and not liked by many people, knew Jesus was special. And when Jesus saw him in a
tree looking down, Jesus ordered him down. Instead of Jesus admonishing him for cheating
people out of their money, Jesus invited him to dinner. This encounter with Jesus changed
Zacheeus forever. Being 'kind' can be the positive changing point for anyone! Be like Jesus,
show "KINDNESS'. In July, we will be talking about 'being fair' and 'love your enemies'.
BE KIND - Barbara Linker and Nancy Jones

Mt. Hermon Youth Group
Mt. Hermon’s Youth Group followed the lead from Matthew 25:35
taking time during their weekly meeting on Sunday, June 5th to
purchase non-perishable items for the Little Food Pantry.

Summer Blessings to you. Hope you all have a safe & enjoyable 4th of July.
Looking forward to Harrisburg Parade on Monday, July 4th. Please remember
our Sunday School for donations of gift cards, glue stix, scissors, construction
paper, craft items or anything else you think they could use...Miss Nancy &
Miss Barb do an awesome job...
WELCA is inviting every woman of Mt Hermon to join us July 17th, 4:30PM -?,
at Johnny's Farmhouse, 290 Copperfield Blvd NE #2400, Concord, NC. for our
annual Woman's Night Out. Fabulous food and awesome fellowship. Please
contact Laurie Gleason & Barb Linker by July 15th (or sooner) for a head
count and reservation.
Game night is August 27th...save the date!!!

Thank you.

Birthdays…
Valerie Ross
Larry Peacock
Brenda Thompson
Ron Wilcox
Judy Cook
Linda Litaker
Larry Peacock
Dan Gleason
Brian Foster
Valerie Frank
Allen Stowe
Charlotte Simpson
Brett Gosse
Tim Barrier
Mike McClellan
Tim Labinski
Mike Faggart
Scott Walsh
Rachael Kennedy

July 2
July 2
July 2
July 4
July 6
July 10
July 12
July 13
July 14
July 17
July 19
July 22
July 22
July 23
July 25
July 26
July 29
July 30
July 31

Anniversaries…
Keith & Cheryl Opel
July 14
Tim & Danielle Labinski
July 14
Jim & Sandy Scheerer
July 25

In Special Facilities: Jeanine Woody (First Assembly Assisted Living),
Sylvia Faggart (Concord Place)
Continued Prayers for: Annie Stancil, Junior Barringer, Nancy Wilcox,
Dan Gleason, Julia Cox, Pr. Larry Yoder, John Hahn, Barry Granda, Tom
and Kathy Kennedy, Tim and Jeannie Burns, Kathy Benson, Tony Stancil,
Martha Summers, Mike Woodard, Wallace Halsey (Betty Barringer’s dad),
Darlene Gayan, Joanne Hallberg (Darlene’s sister), Jim Bottoms, Brenda
Thompson, Diane Benton (Tim Bolick’s sister), Shelley Cooke,
Karyn Dalton, Mary Bolick

Altar Flower Sign Ups
July 3

Altar Flower Sign-Ups for
2022 are posted in the Narthex for your convenience.
Please consider signing up for a
vase (or two). Each vase is $27.
Place your check in the offering
plate and designate as altar flowers. Please write clearly on the
sign up sheet.

July 10
July17
July 24
July 31

Rietfort
Woodard
Linker
Foster
Frank, V
Rietfort
Thompson, N
Faggart
Jones
OPEN

July CCM needs:
Breakfast items such as pop tarts, boxes of cereal, instant grits, oatmeal
Cans of fruit (or plastic cups of fruit would be even better) – easier for
kids
Packaged cookies for snacks
Cans of spaghetti o’s, ravioli, beef pasta
Jugs of laundry detergent and dish soap (Dawn – Palmolive)
Paper towels, toilet tissue – always needed
Bags or cans of pet food – we had lots this time – keep them coming
Egg cartons — no longer needed
Plastic bags – always needed
Thanks for all of your generous donations. The donations this month were
awesome!
Any questions or comments...please contact Barry Mizelle.

CONGREGATION COUNCIL MEMBERS & COMMITTEES
Kitty Smith
Steve Sousley
Jo-Ann Popham
Rachael Kennedy
Bonnie Walsh
Greg Popham
Jason Bumgarner
Marie Grochoske
Mike Faggart
Karyn Dalton
Ross Gosse
Valerie Frank

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary

Finance Team
Jo-Ann Popham – Treasurer
Kitty Smith
Ann Bolick
Eileen Sousley
Property Team
Danny Garmon
Keith Opel
Mike Faggart
Rachael Kennedy
Worship
JoAnn Foster - organist
Chris Beaver – accompanist
Brenda McCarn – accompanist
Rachael Kennedy - keyboard
Diane Frank – vocals & liturgy
Valerie Frank – vocal
Mike Fox – vocal
Jay Perkins - vocal
Luther & Rebecca Beaver—vocal
Melissa Fox/Nancy Jones – PowerPoint 9 am
Bonnie Walsh – PowerPoint 10:55 am
David Bowles - accompanist
Diane Olszewski – vocal
Cadence Olszewski – vocal
Opel Family band

Evangelism Team
Ross Gosse
Bonnie Walsh
Daily Maintenance
Tim Bolick
Mike Faggart
Mission Team
Ron Smith

Social Ministry
Nanette Thompson
Visitation Team
Karyn Dalton
Children’s Ministry
Barbara Linker
Nancy Jones
Anniversary Team
JoAnn Stowe

Fellowship Quilting
JoAnn Stowe
Hospitality Committee
Bonnie Walsh
WELCA
Laurie Gleason

Worship Service Coordinators
Altar Guild – JoAnn Stowe
Lay Readers – Ann Bolick
Communion Assistants – Laurie Gleason
Crucifer – Acolyte— Rachael Kennedy
Ushers—Gary Frank

Bible Study - Mondays @ 7 pm -- Conference Room and Zoom
Visitation Team - First Thursday @ 2 pm – Coffee House
WELCA Meetings - First Thursday @ 10 am - Coffee House

Property/Safety Team Meeting - First Thursday of each month @ 7 pm
Social Committee - Second Tuesday @ 7 pm - Coffee House
Lutheran Men in Mission - Second Tuesday @ 7 pm - Parkway House - Will not meet in Summer
Evangelism Team – First Wednesday @ 2:00 pm via Google
Fellowship Quilters - Fourth Tuesday @ 10 am- Coffee House
Congregation Council Meetings - Third Thursday @ 6:30 pm
Adult Bible Sunday School – 10 am - Coffee House
Children’s Sunday School - 10 am - Children’s Building
Youth (Middle & High School) Sunday School – 10 am - Conference Room

Congregation Council Leaders
Kitty Smith —President
Steve Sousley —Vice President
Rachael Kennedy—Secretary
Jo-Ann Popham—Treasurer

Pastor
Rev. Emily Lemoine
919-609-9805
PastorEmily@mounthermonchurch.org
Administrative Assistant
Linda Woodard
704-782-2326
Admin@mounthermonchurch.org
Summer Office Hours
M-Th 8 am—2 pm
Web Address
Mthermonelca.org

July READINGS
—————————————————————
July 3 Matthew 6:25-30, 34; Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
July 10 Isaiah 55:10-13; Luke 8:4-8
July 17 Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15; Mark 4:26-29
July 24 Ezekiel 17:22-24; Luke 13:18-19
July 31 Proverbs 3:1-12; Mark 4:35-41
————————————————————————-

Wednesday

July 28, 2022

